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©HE DEGO^AmOI^ AND FUl^NISHEl^. 



[October, 1885. 
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A PELHAM 

PARK 

HOUSE. 



Mart Gay 
Humphrey. 



i^N* OLLOWING- the 

publication of 

the description 

of the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. 

W. S. Hoyt, at 

Twin Islands, 

on the Sound, 

in The Decorator and Furmisher, the place 

has become part of the domain of Pelhain Park, 

one of the latest acquisitions of New YorK city. 



for out of town diversions, the cottages of Mr. 
Pierrepont Edwards, the British Consul General, 
Mr. John Ellis, the country place of Mr. Adrian 
Julen, and others. These now fall into the city's 
hands, and will, doubtless, be utilized in one way 
or another for the needs of the Park. 

Probably the greatest advantage of the park 
is its approach by water. We may hope in time 
to see small craft, like the penny boats on the 
Thames, that carry crowds to Battersea Park, 
laden with the hard working people of New York 
city steaming to the shores of Pel ham Park. 

As it happens, the most available harbor is at 
Twin Island, and Mrs. Hoyt's drawing-room, which 
is given in illustration, to-day directly overlooks 
what will probably be the future wharf. It is a 
large, low-ceilinged room, with wide old-fashioned 
windows filled in with small-paned glass. 

The swinging seat is suspended by Indian 
chains, the low-corner couch built in with its 
ample cushions, canopied draperies, and hanging 
lamp, are as evidently Eastern. The table, with 
its indented arches, although the fruits of the 
Pel ham industry, as is the greater part of the 
interior adornment, contributes to the same effect. 



of use and beauty in the household that are to be 
seen to-day with those of the fourth and fifth 
decades of this century to see that not only do 
those of to-day exhibit the better appearance and 
workmanship, but that increased mechanical 
facilities for their production permit them to be 
sold more cheaply. 

In a time when Buddensieks' are building our 
houses we are apt to consider that shoddy and 
veneer are more common than they really are. In 
the cumbrousness of our paternal households there 
was inherent strength, but that very cumbrousness 
was an element of undesirability. Our modern 
appl iances are more useable as wel 1 as more 
artistic, while, as I said before, the mechanical 
facilities for doing good work and the sharp 
rivalries of factors and traders are bringing re- 
spectable furniture and pleasing-decorative adjuncts 
within reach of the humblest mechanic. 

I was moved to these considerations by a 
hasty tour through a new bazaar in one of our 
large cities, a building of imposing size and height 
stocked from cellar to roof with almost everything 
that civilized men, women and children can desire. 
Even Poor Richard, whose axiom, " Never buy 




This is almost the last of the desirable spots prac- 
ticable in Westchester County for the recreation 
of a rapidly growing city. The elevated roads 
have in fact changed the topography of all this 
region by bringing it within easy distance of the 
heart of the town, and when the bridges span 
the Harlem River, Pelham Park will be as access- 
ible as the wooded heights about High Bridge, so 
largely enjoyed by the multitudes. 

The new park includes all that strip running 
along the sound toward New Rochelle. Its natural 
advantages, its bays and inlets, outlying promon- 
tories and islands have been alluded to before. 
These having tempted so many private owners, 
the city has become almost the possessor of an 
improved park, since both taste and money has 
long been lavished upon it, and handsome villas 
and smoothly shaven lawns everywhere attract 
the eye. 

Here are found the handsome old house and 
beautifully kept grounds of the Country Club, 
with its neighboring race track and preparations 



DRAWTNG-ROOM IN HOUSE OF MR. W. S. HOYT, TWIN ISLANDS. 

THE MODERN SHOP. 

g^HE huge bazaars of the present day are 
^ among the most surprising of the develop- 
ments that illustrate the nation's progress in 
wealth, and in the arts, industries, and resources 
that contribute to a people's comfort, taste and 
luxury. The bazaar of to day is the outgrowth, 
not of a shop, but of a score of shops. The group 
of articles that would have required half a day's 
shopping to collect before that convenient point 
of reckoning, the war, can now be found in ten 
minutes without visiting a second establishment. 
And not that alone, but things that only the 
wealthy of the last generation might hope to 
enjoy are now available to everybody whose 
income suffices to set a table thrice a day. 

Much that is showy is superficial and intrinsic- 
ally cheap, designed only to lure ready money 
from the undiscriminating, but this fact aside one 
needs only to compare the furniture, carpets, 
table ware, napery, wall paper and other things 



anything because it is cheap," used to seem an 
utterly superfluous bit of advice until I observed 
what a heap of rubbish I had accumulated for no 
earthly reason except that it was cheaper than it 
looked— even Poor Richard might have found it 
necessary to button his pockets and cast down his 
eyes in passing some of the tempting displays 
made in this great emporium, a rival of the 
magazines of the Louvre and Bon Marche. 

But one of the significant features of the place 
is its conformity to current ideas and tastes in 
respect of decoration and equipment. Not only is 
it provided with elevators, electric lights and all 
the appliances that offset the stock and make the 
biggest show of it, but the comfort of customers is 
considered to a degree that is almost touching 
when one recalls the indifference, the inhospitality 
and rebuffs that he has experienced in the smaller 
shops, especially in Europe, where his necessities 
may have driven him but where he has been 
snubbed outright if he found nothing to his 
liking. 



